Section F
Scrutiny Committees


Scrutiny Committees

1. Terms of Reference

The Council will appoint five Scrutiny Committees as set out in the table below to discharge the functions conferred by section 21 of the Local Government Act 2000 in relation to the matters set out in the right hand column of the table:-

	
	Committee


	Responsibilities

	(a) 
	Strategy & Partnerships Scrutiny Committee (covers the remits of the Leader of the Council, Deputy Leader of the Council (excluding the responsibilities listed under the Growth & Infrastructure Scrutiny Committee) and Cabinet Member for Finance & Property; the Audit, Democracy & Organisation and Pension Fund Committees)
	Corporate and community leadership; corporate strategies; strategic communications 
Local strategic partnerships and District Council liaison; regional issues
Council policy co-ordination; Council business management; performance; legal & democratic services; members’ services; Human Resources; information & communications technology; change programme
Finance; procurement; property

Localities-focused work; community cohesion; equalities and social inclusion; voluntary and community sector
Conduct of best value reviews as specified in Paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 to the Functions Regulations
The elections and appointments functions of the Democracy & Organisation Committee

The functions of the Pension Fund Committee

	(b) 
	Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee (covers the remits of the Cabinet Members for Children, Young People & Families and Schools Improvement
	Services for children, young people & families; preventative services; child protection; family support; educational policy; youth justice; youth service; breaking the cycle of deprivation
Primary & secondary schools; special education; pupil services; school transport; music service

Conduct of best value reviews as specified in Paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 to the Functions Regulations


	(c) 
	Safer & Stronger Communities Scrutiny Committee (covers the remit of the Cabinet Member for Safer & Stronger Communities;  specified functions of the Planning & Regulation Committee)
	Community Safety; anti-social behaviour; crime and the fear of crime; fire & rescue; consumer protection; emergency planning; police issues;  coroner’s service; travellers; drugs and alcohol awareness; road safety; adult learning; libraries; museums and heritage; the arts; archives; leisure and recreation; registration service
Those regulatory functions of the Planning & Regulation Committee not falling within the remit of the Growth & Infrastructure Scrutiny Committee

Conduct of best value reviews as specified in Paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 to the Functions Regulations



	(d) 
	Growth & Infrastructure Scrutiny Committee (covers the remits of the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council (excluding the responsibilities listed under the Strategy & Partnerships Scrutiny Committee), Cabinet Members for Growth & Infrastructure and Transport Implementation;  specified functions of the Planning & Regulation Committee)
	Strategic Planning; implementation of schemes for transport; highways; traffic and parking; road safety; public passenger transport; flooding
Regional planning and local development framework; housing; economic development; tourism; skills (including adult learning); waste management; environmental management; archaeology; access to the countryside; tourism; clean and green; climate change
Conduct of best value reviews as specified in Paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 to the Functions Regulations

The planning, highways, rights of way and commons/village greens functions of the Planning & Regulation Committee



	(e) 
	Adult Services Scrutiny Committee (covers the remit of Cabinet Member for Adult Services)
	Adult social services; health issues
Conduct of best value reviews as specified in Paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 to the Functions Regulations


2. General Role

Within their terms of reference, each Scrutiny Committee will:

(a) review and/or scrutinise decisions made or actions taken in connection with the discharge of any of the Council’s functions;

(b) make reports and/or recommendations to the Council and/or the Cabinet in connection with the discharge of any functions;

(c) consider any matter affecting the area or its inhabitants;

(d) exercise the right to call in, for reconsideration, decisions made but not yet implemented by or on behalf of the Cabinet.

3. Policy Development and Review

Each Scrutiny Committee:

(a) may assist the Council and the Cabinet by in-depth analysis of policy issues whether in connection with the development of the budget and policy framework or otherwise;

(b) may conduct research, community and other consultation in the analysis of policy issues and possible options;

(c) will consider best value reviews as specified in Paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 to the Functions Regulations and make recommendations as appropriate to the Cabinet;

(d) may consider and implement mechanisms to encourage and enhance community participation in the development of policy options;

(e) may question members of the Cabinet, ordinary committees and officers about their views on issues and proposals affecting Oxfordshire; and

(f) may liaise with other organisations operating in the area, whether national, regional or local, to ensure that the interests of local people are enhanced by collaborative working.

4. Scrutiny

Scrutiny Committees may:

(a) review and scrutinise the decisions made by and performance of the Cabinet, ordinary committees and council officers both in relation to individual decisions and over time;

(b) review and scrutinise the performance of the Council in relation to its policy objectives, performance targets and/or particular service areas;

(c) question members of the Cabinet and ordinary committees and officers about their decisions and performance, whether generally in comparison with service plans and targets over a period of time, or in relation to particular decisions, initiatives or projects;

(d) make recommendations to the Cabinet and as appropriate ordinary committees and/or the Council arising from the outcome of the scrutiny process;

(e) review and scrutinise the performance of other public bodies in the area and invite reports from them by requesting them to address the Scrutiny Committee and local people about their activities and performance; and

(f) question and gather evidence from any person (with their consent).

5. Co-ordinating Group of Scrutiny Committee Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen

A co-ordinating group comprising the Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen of the five Scrutiny Committees listed in paragraph 1 and five other places allocated on a politically proportionate basis to those political groups not forming the administration, the members from those groups to be drawn from any of the Scrutiny Committees in paragraph 1, together with the Chairman of the Oxfordshire Joint Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee where that person is a member of the County Council, will meet periodically to undertake the following activities:

(a) Co-ordination of Scrutiny work, as set out in the Scrutiny Committees Procedure Rules set out in the Appendix 1.

(b) Annual report: to report to the Council on the workings of the Scrutiny Committees annually and on specific issues as and when required and make recommendations on future work programmes and amended working methods if appropriate.  This Group will also be able to make in-year changes to the work programmes of the scrutiny committees.

(c) Officers:   to exercise overall responsibility for the work programme of the officers employed directly to support the work of the scrutiny committees.

(d) Finance:  to exercise overall responsibility for the finances made available to the scrutiny committees. 

6. Proceedings of Scrutiny Committees

Scrutiny Committees will conduct their proceedings in accordance with the Scrutiny Procedure Rules set out in Appendix 1.

7. Public Participation

A protocol aimed at providing a mechanism to enable stakeholders and members of the public to suggest issues for review by scrutiny committees is contained in Appendix 2.
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